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idol that any one should worship it?. The stone-
cutters have shaped a block of stone into a figure, and
have spread it as a net to entangle fools. Those whom
the devil beguiles, confound the Creator with the
created; and they prostrate themselves before that
which their own hands have formed. We are Musal-
mdns, and we worship him who hath created us. For
those [misguided idolaters], He hath created hell; for
us [true believers], He hath destined paradise; if you
will place your faith in God, you will experience the
delights [of heaven], and distinguish truth from error,
and you will find that your [present] devotion is false/
"At length, on hearing these pious admonitions, the
heart of that stony-hearted one became softened, and
through the favour and mercy of God she began to
weep, and said, ' Well, teach me thy faith/ I taught
her the fcalima, which she repeated with sincerity of
heart, and having expressed penitence, and prayed for
pardon, she became a [true] Musalmdn. I then threw
myself at her feet [and thanked her]. Until the
morning she continued reciting the kalima, and pray-
ing for pardon. Again she said, ' Well, I have em-
braced your faith, but my parents are idolaters; what
remedy is there for them ?' I replied, c what is that
to thee ? as any one acts, so will he be treated/ She
said, ' They have betrothed me to my uncle's son, and
he is an idolater; if I should be married to him to-
morrow, which God forbid, he, an idolater, would
cohabit with me, and I should bear issue, which would
be a dreadful misfortune. We ought immediately to
think of some remedy for this, so that I may be freed
from such a calamity/ I replied, ' what you say is